TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office
FLOOR DEBATE

January 31, 2002 LB 824

want my time to keep running. Mr. President, members of the
Legislature, what 1 was saying about "Galileo” Brashear or
Kermit "Galilei', whichever he prefers, he is on the rack right
now. And for those of you who don®"t know how the rack works,
and there are different forms of it, some call it the wheel.
They will have two posts that are secured to the ground. One of
your ankles 1is secured to each post and you are laid over a
wheel with your back to the wheel. Your arms are extended over
your head and your wrists are secured, and the other end of the
rope securing your wrists will be attached to spokes in the
wheel on the far side of the wheel. Then, as a person turns the
wheel, it"s just |like rolling up a piece of string, except
you"re the string. So as they turn the wheel, the more they
turn it the harder it becomes to turn it. You need a strong guy
to do this, Senator Aguilar. You probably couldn®"t do it, and 1
wouldn"t do it, so everybody would be safe from the wheel. But,
at any rate, as they turn that wheel then your tendons, your
ligaments stretch, your muscles stretch, they may break loose
from the point where they attach to a bone. Your joints begin
to dislocate, and if you really believe in what it 1is you say
you believe, then you tell them, do your worst but | wish you
wouldn"t. And they know...they knew how to do their worst. But
Galileo wanted to live because he felt there was additional work
he could do, in the same way that Senator Brashear, Kermit
"Galilei” wants to live, and that"s spelled
G-a-1...G-a-l-i-1-e-i. Kermit "Galilei” wants to live, so he
has got to deny what his logical mind tells him is the truth.
He knows that if we"re going to call a substance, an organism,
whatever it 1is, 1if we"re going to say it is alive, then it is

alive whether it"s in location "A" or location '"B". If all of
the criteria that constitute life are present, item "A" is
alive, item "B" is alive. If being conceived as a result of the

sperm from a human male fertilizing the egg of a human female
makes a human being, whenever and wherever that fertilization
takes place, you have a human being. The circumstances under
which the conception takes place is not what determines whether
you"re a human being. The location of where that fertilized egg
finds itself is not what makes you a human being. What Senator
Brashear knows is that it is the genetic makeup that determines
whether one is a human being. What some people don"t realize is
that a chimpanzee genetically is closer to a human being than a



